
January 14, 2002

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

Nebraska that they...that that person believed were not doing 
business honestly and adequately. I was contacted Friday night, 
as I think...or over the weekend I was contacted Friday night, 
but I think over the weekend most of the members of the 
Legislature were talked to by a member of the Rules Committee, 
so I did have some forewarning of what the proposal would...was 
going to be. And certainly I was...today, when I came in that I 
was able to look at it and contemplate upon the effect that that 
might have. I suppose I'm somewhat known for "shaggy dog" 
stories that go on at a long time with no seeming point till we 
get to the end, and when you get to the end you've forgotten 
where I was started when we went down the path. But one of the 
things that we need to consider this morning that I think 
is...is important, although it's said somewhat facetiously, that 
when we're talking we ain't voting, and when we ain't voting we 
ain't hurting nobody, which means that we're simply extending 
the debate on an issue. Senator Chambers mentioned several 
individual issues that were important at the time, and were in 
fact better law as the result of the extended debate. I also 
would cautious as you...caution you as you approach your 
decision on this issue. And I, like Senator Brashear, have 
never been very concerned about the rules other than that the 
rule to suspend the rules and vote on the issue with no further 
debate stayed part of the...part of the rules. But beyond that 
the rules were something that have not been something of great 
interest. But all of us, at one point in time, all of us have 
been part of a majority and part of a minority. And one of the 
damnable problems with the democracy as...such as we have, is 
that we believe in majority rule. And I have read that the only 
thing worse than a dictatorship is an uncaring majority. And 
all of us are going to find the time to come in your career, 
even those that have just joined us, when you're going to be 
very uncomfortable with the position that you hold on an issue, 
and want to correct something and will have really no tool left. 
I don't know whether cloture was a good rule, whether eight 
hours, or six hours, or forty hours, or any of that is a magical 
answer. But be careful...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR COORDSEN: ...with changing it to put all of your
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